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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Listing of Claims; 

1. (Currently Amended) An absorbent composition for 
absorbing an aqueous salt solution, the absorbent composition 
comprising an ionic superabsorbent polymer material and an 
absorbency- enhancing additive in a weight ratio of at least about 
1:1, the additive selected from the group consisting of glycine, 
alpha-alanine, beta-alanine, betaine, and taurine having a dipole 
mom e nt gr e at e r Lhan about 1.B5 D e bye and a mol ec ular weight o f no 
mor e than about 10,000 g rama/mol e ; — bh e additiv e being capabl e of 
formin g a zwifct e ri o n in th e aqueous salt solution a t a p H o f fr o m 
about — i — Lu abuu t — 9". 

2. (Original) The absorbent composition as set forth in 
claim 1 wherein the ionic superabsorbent polymer material 
comprises an anionic polymer. 

3. (Original) The absorbent composition as set forth in 
claim 2 wherein the anionic polymer is selected from the group 
consisting of acrylate based polymers and sulfonate based 
polymers. 

4. (Original) The absorbent composition as set forth in 
claim 2 wherein the' anionic polymer comprises poly (acrylic acid) . 

5. (Original) The absorbent composition as set forth in 
claim 1 wherein the ionic superabsorbent polymer material 
comprises a cationic polymer, 
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6_ (Original) The absorbent composition as set forth in 
claim 5 wherein the cationic polymer comprises a polyamine based 
polymer. 

Claims 7-15 (Cancelled) , 

16 . (Original) The absorbent composition as set forth in 
. claim 1 wherein the absorbency- enhancing additive is glycine. 

17- (Original) The absorbent composition as set forth in 
claim 1 wherein the weight ratio of ionic superabsorbent polymer 
material to absorbency- enhancing additive is at least about 1:2. 

18. (Original) The absorbent composition as set forth in 
claim l wherein the weight ratio of ionic superabsorbent polymer 
material to absorbency- enhancing additive is at least. about 1:3. 

19. (Original) The absorbent composition as set forth in 
claim 1 wherein the composition is capable of absorbing at least 
about 10 times its dry weight of the aqueous salt solution, the 
aqueous salt solution having a salt concentration of about 0.9% 
(by weight) . 

20. (Original) The absorbent composition as set forth in 
claim 1 wherein the absorbent composition comprises from about 5% 
(by weight) to about 99% (by weight) of ionic superabsorbent 
polymer and absorbency- enhancing additive and from about l% (by 
weight) to about 95% (by weight) fluff fiber. 
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21. (Original) The absorbent composition as set forth in 
claim 1 wherein the absorbent composition is incorporated into a 
product selected from the group consisting of diapers, training 
pants, feminine napkins, inter labial pads, tampons, wound 
management products, and adult incontinence garments - 

22. (Currently Amended) An absorbent composition for 
absorbing an aqueous salt solution, the absorbent composition 
comprising poly (acrylic acid) and an absorbency- enhancing 
additive, the absorbency-enhancing additive selected from the, 
group consisting of glycine, alpha-alanine , beta-alanine f 
betaine, and 'taurine having a dipole muuieut w£ at least about 10 
■ D eb y er; — a utuleiular weight of ncr-mm than about 100 grams/mole 
and b e in g c apable o f forming a zwifcfc cr iuii in the aqu eo us- s alt 
solution at a pH of fro m about 1 to about 9 , the weight ratio of 
poly (acrylic acid) to absorbency-enhancing additive being at 
least 1:2. 

23. (Original) The absorbent composition as set forth in 
claim 22 wherein the absorbency-enhancing additive is glycine. 

24. (Original) The absorbent composition as set forth in 
claim 22 wherein the aqueous salt solution is selected from the 
group consisting of urine, blood, and menses - 

25. (Original) The absorbent composition as set forth in 
claim 22 wherein the absorbent composition is incorporated into a 
product selected from the group consisting of diapers, training 
pants, feminine napkins, interlabial pads, tampons, wound 
management products, and adult incontinence garments. 
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26. (Original) The absorbent composition as set forth in 
claim 22 wherein the absorbent composition comprises from about 
5% (by weight) to about 99% (by weight) of ionic superabsorbent 
polymer and absorbency- enhancing additive and from about 1% (by 
weight) to about 95% (by weight) fluff fiber, 

27- (Currently Amended) A process for increasing the 
osmotic activity of an ionic superabsorbent polymer material in 
the presence of an aqueous salt solution, the process comprising 
combining an absorbency- enhancing additive with the ionic 
superabsorbent polymer material prior to contacting the ionic 
superabsorbent polymer with the aqueous salt solution, the weight 
ratio of the ionic superabsorbent polymer to the absorbency- 
enhancing additive being at least about [1:2] 1:1 , the additive 
selected from the group consisting of glycine, alpha-alanine , 
beta-alanine, betaine, and taurine having a dipol e mo m ent gr e at e r 
than about 1-85 D e bye and a molecular w e ight of no mor e than 
about 10,000 CjL&ms/m o l e , — th e addi t iv e b e in g c apabl e of for ming a 
awiLL e rion in Lh e aqueous salt solution at a pH of from about 1 
to about 3 . 

28. (Original) The process as set forth in claim 27 wherein 
the ionic superabsorbent polymer comprises an anionic polymer. 

29. (Original) The process as set forth in claim 28 wherein 
the ionic superabsorbent polymer is selected from the group 
consisting of acrylate based polymers and sulfonate based 
polymers. 
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30. (Original) The process as set forth in claim 2 9 wherein 
the ionic superabsorbent polymer comprises poly (acrylic acid) - 

31. (Original) The process as set forth in claim 27 wherein 
the ionic superabsorbent polymer comprises a cationic polymer. 

32. (Original) The process as set forth in claim 31 wherein 
the ionic superabsorbent polymer comprises a polyamine based 
polymer. 

Claims 33-41 (Cancelled) . 

42. (Original) The process as set forth in claim 27 wherein 
the absorbency-enhancing additive is glycine. 

43. (Original) The process as set forth in claim 27 wherein 
the weight ratio of ionic superabsorbent polymer to absorbency- 
enhancing additive is at least about 1:3. 

44. (Original) The process as set forth in claim 27 wherein 
the weight ratio of ionic superabsorbent polymer to absorbency- 
enhancing additive is at least about 1:4. 

45. (Original) The process as set forth in claim 27 wherein 
the ionic superabsorbent polymer is incorporated into a product 
selected from the group consisting of diapers, training pants, 
feminine napkins, interlabial pads, tampons, wound management 
products and adult incontinence garments. 
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46, (Currently Amended) The process as set forth in claim 
27 wherein the ionic polymer comprises poly (acrylic acid) and the 
additive compris es glycine has a dipole moment of at l e ast about 
10 Debye and a mol e cular wei g ht of no mor e - t han about 10 QO 
grams /mol e, the weight ratio of ionic superabsorbent polymer to 
absorbency- enhancing additive being from about 1:1 to about 1:2, 

47, (Original) The process as set forth in claim 27 wherein 
the additive is introduced onto the ionic superabsorbent polymer 
material by contacting superabsorbent polymer granules suspended 
in a fluidized bed with an aqueous spray containing the additive 
and evaporating water. 

48. (Currently Amended) A composite product for absorbing 
an aqueous salt solution, the product comprising an absorbent 
composition comprising an ionic superabsorbent polymer material, 
fluff fiber, and an additive, the weight ratio of the ionic 
superabsorbent polymer to the absorbency- enhancing additive being 
at least 1:2, the additive selected from the group consisting of 
glycine, alpha-alanine, beta-alanine, betaine. and taurine having 
a-dipol e mom e nt" gr e at e r than ab o ut 1.85 Debye and a mol ec ula r 
w e ight of no mor e than about 10,000 g rams/m o le, — th e ■■ a d ditive 
b e ing c apabl e of f o rming a z witter- ion in the a q ueous .salt 
solution at a pH o f from about -1 to about 9 . 

49. (Original) The composite product as set forth in claim 
48 wherein the additive is contained in or on the ionic 
superabsorbent polymer material. 
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50. (Original) The composite product composition as set 
forth in claim 48 wherein the additive is contained in or on the 
fluff fibers. 

Claims 51-52 (Cancelled) > 

53. (New) The process as set forth in claim 27 wherein the 
weight ratio of ionic superabsorbent polymer to absorbency- 
enhancing additive is at least about 1:2. 
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